Discussion leader duties for this
session:

Review your company policies
on operating a commercial
vehicle, and on loading,
unloading, or taking delivery
from one.

What this Safety Talk covers:

What a commercial vehicle is
and some safety aspects requir-
ing awareness.

Discussion notes :

017: Commercial Vehicles

What is a commercial vehicle?

A Commercial Motor Vehicle is any self-propelled or towed vehicle used on high-
ways in intrastate or interstate commerce to transport passengers or property:

B If it has a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,001 or more pounds; or

B If it is designed to transport more than 16 passengers, including the
driver; or

B If it is used to transport hazardous materials (as defined in 49 U.S.C.
App. 1801 et seq.) in quantity requiring placarding under federal regula-
tion.

Simple definition:
In essence, it’s usually a big truck that may pull a freight trailer.

However, the company and its insurance agency may consider any company vehi-
cle a commercial vehicle.

The Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act ((MVSA)

This Act requires all states to meet the same minimum standards for testing and
licensing drivers of commercial motor vehicles. The act also mandates uniform
penalties and a central reporting system. Violations of the CMVSA are serious.

The laws

The laws surrounding commercial vehicles boil down to one thing: Don’t drive a
commercial vehicle unless you have a current Commercial Driver’s License
(CDL) with authorization for that vehicle. Period.

Don’t move the truck

If a truck is delivering the switchgear you need but is on the wrong side of the
building, don’t “do the driver a favor” and drive it to the correct side.

If a truck is blocking your way and you can’t find the driver, don’t hop in the
truck and try to move it. Call security and have them find the driver. Do not
attempt to open the trailer. The truck may be legit, or it may be part of a terrorist
act. Stay clear of it.

Taking delivery

You may need to be on hand to load or unload electrical equipment, especially if
you are on a rush job. In that case, you may be interacting with the driver.

Commercial vehicles are hard to drive, which is one reason for the stringent
licensing. Cut the driver some slack.

Offer to help the driver back up, especially if the driver is trying to maneuver a
28-foot trailer into a tight space.

Do not stand directly behind the vehicle. If assisting the driver, stand off to the
side and follow directions on where the driver wants you positioned.

Stay clear of the vehicle while it is moving.



Review and Discussion

What is a commercial vehicle?

How can you sum up the laws
about commercial vehicles?

When can you move a commer-
cial vehicle?

What should you do if you find a
commercial vehicle unoccupied in
a main traffic area of a plant or
other job site?

Is it OK to stand on the running
board of a commercial vehicle, as
long as you hang onto the door?

If you are assisting the driver in
backing into a tight space, where
should you stand?

What should you double-check,
before loading or unloading takes
place? What are some safety
items to run through, in that
process?

When should you stay clear of
the commercial vehicle?

How can you help a driver get
through the delivery or pickup in
a timely manner, and why is that
important?

If you can’t find a qualified lift
truck operator, how do you get
that new switchgear off the truck
SO you can get it set in place and
go home?

The driver may be distracted or tired, so diplomatically double check safety
items before loading or unloading. For example, ensure the wheels are
blocked. The driver will know how to do this—you can help just by asking if
it is done.

Rope off the delivery area if, for example, you need to uncrate panelboard
enclosures and inspect them before the driver leaves.

The driver is under tight time pressure, and despite the hyperbole to the con-
trary, these folks cut safety corners to “make time” they lost through delivery
delays. So, help make the delivery go as smoothly as possible. For example, if
you are taking delivery of a motor, have your insulation resistance tester ready.

Do not raise the trailer door or enter the trailer until the driver tells you it’s OK
to do so.

Do not operate a lift truck unless you have been formally qualified to use that
particular truck. A delay from an accident will take far longer than a delay in
finding a qualified operator. If you can’t find a qualified operator, contact your
foreman.
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